170                         Hitler's Lackey
to power and defeating Schleicher. He was convinced
that Hitler and his men, who knew nothing whatever
about ruling, would very soon break their necks and leave
him to take over the Government as the saviour of the
Fatherland.
And Hitler knew that once he had the Reichschancellor-
ship in his hands power should not slip from him. Let him
be Chancellor, let him get the Reichswehr so much under
his thumb that they would not march against his S.A., and
then he could rely on the brutality of his battalions, who
would stop at nothing. Both Papen and Hitler agreed that
the Ministry of Defence must be taken over by a general who
was a soldier and a soldier only ; he was to have no finger
in the political pie.
Papen had the opportunity of having a private word with
Hindenburg, for the President had decided that Papen
might continue living at the Reichschancellery even after
his defeat. At this time Hindenburg's palace was under-
going building alterations, and the President moved into the
Reichschancellery for a while. Papen was thus his next-
door neighbour. Old Hindenburg passed many an evening
in the company of his son Oskar, his secretary Meissner
and the witty Papen who always tried to curry favour with
the old . man. He retailed gossip and cracked jokes.
Hindenburg was mostly in a bad humour, and it would not
have been wise to take him by surprise over this new Hitler-
Papen project. The soil must be carefully prepared to
prevent Hindenburg once more airing his misgivings about
the c Bohemian corporal'.
Making long detours and exercising the utmost prudence
Papen reconnoitred the terrain. Every evening the new
project was doled out to the President piecemeal, and Papen,
the arch-intriguer, understood excellently not only how to
bring in small pinpricks for Schleicher, the Chancellor, but
also how to sketch, first in rough outline and then in more
detail, a new solution which could be put into practice
without another dissolution of the Reichstag.